A team of destiny 

By Matt Cobbs Friday, October 14, 2005 
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(Photo at right) Robbie Kamerschen was the quarterback on the 1985 Clarke Central football, the last Clarke County team to win a state championship.

Derek Dooley never ran so hard in his life. It was the final day of Clarke Central's summer football camp at Jekyll Island. Dooley, David Perno and a few other Gladiators were being punished for a previous night's excursion to St. Simons Island.

Coach Billy Henderson did not approve of his players leaving the hotel past curfew, and they were made to work it off.

"We had gone out to meet some of the cheerleaders at St. Simons," Dooley said with a laugh. "We somehow got past the line of coaches guarding the hotel downstairs. Looking back now, it was definitely not worth it."

Pads on and the summer sun blazing, Dooley and company were ordered to run until they could run no more.

"Yeah, I don't think coach (Henderson) could get away with something like that today," said Perno, now the baseball coach at Georgia. "He just about killed us."

But they survived, and that run was symbolic of a bigger one soon to come.

As the players like to call it, the 1985 Clarke Central team was one of "destiny."

It was a group of guys who had played football together since seventh grade with one goal in mind - winning a state championship.

And so when it finally happened on Dec. 14, 1985, with a 21-7 win over Warner Robins, the circle was complete.

"I remember feeling this tremendous sense of relief when that game was over," said Dooley, now the tight ends coach for the Miami Dolphins. "I think we all felt like we were a team of destiny, always headed for a state championship. It was a lot to live up to, and for a lot of us, that was our senior year, so it was our last chance."

There were, in fact, 11 seniors in the starting lineup that year. That included Perno, Dooley, quarterback Robbie Kamerschen, flanker Carl Platt and guard Randy Williams. All of them went on to play collegiate sports at Division I-A schools.

